[Severe forms of mycoplasma pneumonia (author's transl)].
Respiratory tract infections with mycoplasma can cause severe infiltrating pneumonia (with pleuritis), associated with marked inflammatory reactions (maximal E.S.R., high leucocytosis with shift to the left and marked alpha 2-proteinaemia). Serial measurements of cold-agglutinin titres as well as complement-fixation reaction to Mycoplasma pneumoniae will confirm the diagnosis. Atypical forms of pneumonia can also be documented in that they respond only to erythromycin and extrapulmonary complications accompany the disease, giving them a protean character. In two such patients there was the clinical picture of pneumonia with high fever and marked inflammatory reaction, associated with anicteric hepatitis. In one there was also thoracic lymphadenitis, myositis and rash, in the other a meta- and post-infectious polyarthritis.